
Seaholm English Department 

Honors 10A 

Summer 2018 Reading Assignment 

 

Reading:   

 

This year we are thrilled to assign a choice summer reading text to our incoming Honors 10 students. Please choose one 

title from the list below to read over the summer. If you are unfamiliar with a title, we encourage you to look up the book 

online (at a reputable source such as Amazon.com or Goodreads.com) and read reviews of it before selecting it. The titles 

below are hyperlinked to the Amazon.com summaries. Or, ask a local librarian for more information.   

1. A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson 

2. The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 

3. Akata Witch by Nnedi Okorafor 

4. A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 

5. Boy21 by Matthew Quick 

6. Into the Wild by John Krakauer 

7. Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals 

8. Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

9. Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo 

10. I Am the Messenger by Markus Zusak 

11. The Complete Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 

12. Deadline by Chris Crutcher 

13. Every Last Word by Tamara Ireland Stone 

14. Narrative of the Life Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass 

15. Phineas Gage:  A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science by John Fleischman 

16. Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 

17. Carver: A Life in Poems by Marilyn Nelson 

18. The Chosen by Chaim Potok 

19. Justice:  What’s the Right Thing to Do by Michael Sandel (nonfiction) 

20. The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton 

 

 

Written assignment:  (Due the first day of class in Honors 10A) 

 

For your choice book above, write a detailed 2 page essay (typed, double spaced, Times New Roman font) that explores 

one of the following topics: 

1. Should this book be taught in a 10th grade English class? Why or why not?  

2. Your personal reaction to the book:  Did you enjoy the book?  Why or why not?  Would you read another 

book by that author?  Did you relate to the characters in some way?  How?  Did the book make you think 

about an idea or issue in a different way?  Respond to any or all of these questions in your essay.  

 

In your essay, provide concrete detail from and references to the book you’ve selected to demonstrate your strong 

understanding of the book and your deep reflection on the topic. 

 

Also, please note that the Seaholm English department requires this assignment to be submitted electronically to a website 

that will check the work for plagiarism against Internet sources, previously submitted work, and peers’ work. Work that is 

found to be plagiarized or copied will not receive credit. We will go over how to submit the assignment online the first 

week of class; be sure to save an electronic copy of the assignment as well. 

http://www.amazon.com/Walk-Woods-Rediscovering-America-Appalachian/dp/0307279464?ie=UTF8&keywords=a%20walk%20in%20the%20woods&qid=1465479642&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sun-Also-Star-Yoon-Nicola/dp/0553496689/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1496945862&sr=8-1&keywords=sun+is+also+a+star
https://www.amazon.com/Akata-Witch-Nnedi-Okorafor/dp/0142420913/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528460545&sr=1-1&keywords=akata+witch&dpID=51GxlJEwPAL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
http://www.amazon.com/Farewell-Arms-Hemingway-Library/dp/1476764522?ie=UTF8&keywords=farewell%20to%20arms&qid=1465476954&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Boy21-Matthew-Quick/dp/0316127965/ref=zg_bs_10368551011_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=9EVC50FXPQX5MBJST5B9
http://www.amazon.com/Into-Wild-Jon-Krakauer/dp/0385486804?ie=UTF8&keywords=into%20the%20wild&qid=1465479577&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Warriors-Dont-Cry-Searing-Integrate/dp/1416948821?ie=UTF8&keywords=warriors%20don%27t%20cry&qid=1465479667&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tender-Night-F-Scott-Fitzgerald/dp/068480154X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1497016503&sr=1-1&keywords=tender+is+the+night
https://www.amazon.com/Six-Crows-Leigh-Bardugo/dp/125007696X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1528460163&sr=8-1&keywords=six+of+crows&dpID=61eTdoKf3nL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
http://www.amazon.com/I-Am-Messenger-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375836675?ie=UTF8&keywords=i%20am%20the%20messenger%20by%20markus%20zusak&qid=1465477794&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Complete-Persepolis-Marjane-Satrapi/dp/0375714839?ie=UTF8&keywords=the%20complete%20persepolis&qid=1465479714&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Deadline-Chris-Crutcher/dp/0060850914?ie=UTF8&keywords=deadline&qid=1465476699&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Every-Last-Tamara-Ireland-Stone/dp/1484723643/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1496944839&sr=8-1&keywords=every+last+word
http://www.amazon.com/Narrative-Life-Frederick-Douglass/dp/0486284999?ie=UTF8&keywords=narrative%20of%20the%20life%20of%20frederick%20douglass&qid=1465476862&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Phineas-Gage-Gruesome-Story-Science/dp/0618494782?ie=UTF8&keywords=phineas%20gage%20a%20gruesome%20but%20true%20story%20about%20brain%20science&qid=1465476920&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Out-Dust-Karen-Hesse/dp/0590371258?ie=UTF8&keywords=out%20of%20the%20dust&qid=1465476986&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Carver-Life-Poems-Marilyn-Nelson/dp/1886910537?ie=UTF8&keywords=carver%20a%20life%20in%20poems%20by%20marilyn%20nelson&qid=1465477633&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Chosen-Chaim-Potok/dp/0449213447?ie=UTF8&keywords=the%20chosen&qid=1465477658&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Justice-Whats-Right-Thing-Do/dp/0374532508?ie=UTF8&keywords=justice%20what%20is%20the%20right%20thing%20to%20do%20michael%20sandel&qid=1465477714&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/House-Mirth-Edith-Wharton/dp/1491241810?ie=UTF8&keywords=the%20house%20of%20mirth%20by%20edith%20wharton&qid=1465477766&ref_=sr_1_1&s=books&sr=1-1

